Press release
German federal state commissions Deutsche Post DHL Group for the first
time to manage COVID-19 vaccine logistics.






The State Government of Lower Saxony relies on DHL Supply Chain’s capacity to
store and transport the new COVID-19 vaccines.
DHL Supply Chain uses state of the art warehouses and infrastructure to handle
the first 2.2 million vaccine doses at temperatures of down to -70 degrees
Celsius.
Negotiations with further German federal states are nearing completion.

Bonn, December 8, 2020: The state of Lower Saxony is one of the first German federal states to
commission DHL Supply Chain, market leader in contract logistics and part of the Deutsche Post DHL
Group, to store and transport the new COVID-19 vaccines. DHL will store around 2.2 million vaccine
doses and about 350 pallets of vaccination equipment for the federal state of Lower Saxony at two of
its more than 140 certified Life Science Health Care locations. From there DHL will transport the
vaccine to the vaccination centers and hospitals across the state.
"A specialty of this contract is that the new mRNA vaccine from Biontech / Pfizer has to be stored at
extremely low temperatures. Storage and distribution at -70 degrees Celsius present a challenge. Only
a handful of logistics companies possess the cooling and transport capacity to accommodate such low
temperature range. But in anticipation, we have invested early on to expand our deep freezer farms and
cold storage facilities. This first contract with a German state government, to manage COVID-19
vaccines logistics in the State of Lower Saxony, highlights the decisive role that Deutsche Post DHL
Group will play in fighting the Corona pandemic," says Oscar de Bok, CEO DHL Supply Chain and
Member of the Board of Management at Deutsche Post DHL Group.
DHL Supply Chain will store the vaccines and vaccination equipment for the state of Lower Saxony at
two separate locations. Here, the vaccine doses will be picked and prepared for transport. It is also
planned to store vaccine doses in different temperature ranges. In addition to capacities for the storage
of mRNA vaccines, which need to be stored at -70 degrees Celsius, cooling capacities are also provided
for vaccine doses, which are stored at -20 degrees or at 2 to 8 degrees Celsius.
"The preparations for the upcoming COVID-19 vaccinations represent a huge organizational challenge
on many different levels. Therefore I'm delighted that the state government of Lower Saxony has
signed a contract with DHL Supply Chain to put the entire vaccine logistics on a reliable and
professional base. The logistics are thus prepared. DHL will store both the vaccine supplies and the
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vaccines on our behalf and ensure that vaccination centers and hospitals across the state are supplied
with the vaccines," said Dr. Carola Reimann (SPD), Minister of Health of the State of Lower Saxony.
Based on its federal structure, responsibility for vaccination management in Germany sits with the 16
individual states. The State of Lower Saxony is one of the first German states to cooperate with a
private logistics provider to manage the COVID-19 vaccine logistics. Dr. Karsten Schwarz, CEO DHL
Supply Chain Germany & Alps added: “DHL Supply Chain is also preparing to supply other German
states, with negotiations around the transport and storage of COVID-19 vaccines nearing completion.”
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DHL – The logistics company for the world
DHL is the leading global brand in the logistics industry. Our DHL divisions offer an unrivalled portfolio
of logistics services ranging from national and international parcel delivery, e-commerce shipping and
fulfillment solutions, international express, road, air and ocean transport to industrial supply chain
management. With about 380,000 employees in more than 220 countries and territories worldwide,
DHL connects people and businesses securely and reliably, enabling global sustainable trade flows.
With specialized solutions for growth markets and industries including technology, life sciences and
healthcare, engineering, manufacturing & energy, auto-mobility and retail, DHL is decisively positioned
as “The logistics company for the world”.
DHL is part of Deutsche Post DHL Group. The Group generated revenues of more than 63 billion euros
in 2019. With sustainable business practices and a commitment to society and the environment, the
Group makes a positive contribution to the world. Deutsche Post DHL Group aims to achieve zeroemissions logistics by 2050.
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